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Hence It Is not our work that we must change, but rather the spirit from which it springs. It is not to idle quietism that we must flee, rather must we persevere in the battle of life, conscious that the labour of existence is laid upon us to purify us from egoism and the sinfulness arising from it. For the rest we may with the Brahmans take upon us hard and painful penances, or with Buddha restrict the claims of asceticism to poverty and chastity ; with John the Baptist we may eat locusts and wild honey, or with Jesus drink wine and take part in mirthful feasts ; with the countless martyrs of all creeds we may die for our convictions, or (what Is harder) live for them, as did Schopenhauer. The question is not what we do, but how we do it. Thus we shall not ask with the Philippian gaoler (Acts xvi. 30), " What must I do to be saved ? " but rather, " How, in what spirit, shall I live and work ? " The answer is in the Bible words (i Cor. x. 31): Eire ovv ecrOlere e?re TrLvere elVe ri Trotetre, Travra eZ? $6t*av 6eov Troielre. As an interpretation of the mythical part of this the following gloka may serve:
tasmAd asaktah satataw karyam karma samdcam, \ asakto hi acaran karma param apnoti ptirushah I
" Fulfil therefore at all times the duty incumbent on thee without attachment (to existence); for he who does his duty without attachment, that man